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recovery, consistent with President 
Donald Trump’s commitment to re-
build the military as he keeps his 
promises. 

This legislation makes major reforms 
to the Pentagon bureaucracy, while 
adding more military personnel to all 
services. The NDAA also includes the 
largest pay increase for the military in 
9 years. 

As chairman of the House Armed 
Services Subcommittee on Readiness, I 
am grateful that this legislation pro-
motes rebuilding the military and sup-
ports readiness recovery by rehabili-
tating and replacing worn-out equip-
ment, overcoming the crisis in mili-
tary aviation, restoring America’s 
strength at sea, and rebuilding crum-
bling military buildings and other in-
frastructure. 

I urge my colleagues to support this 
bipartisan bill that supports the men 
and women in uniform, along with 
military families, to promote peace 
through strength. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and we will never forget September the 
11th in the global war on terrorism. 
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ENDANGERED SALMON 
PREDATION PREVENTION 

(Mr. SCHRADER asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. SCHRADER. Mr. Speaker, the 
Pacific Northwest is facing an unprece-
dented and growing problem of sea 
lions who are decimating our endan-
gered salmon and steelhead runs in the 
Columbia and Willamette Rivers. 

Right now, in front of my district of-
fice in Oregon City, there are 24 sea 
lions sitting at the base of Willamette 
Falls gorging themselves on the spring 
salmon run. This is 127 miles from the 
Pacific Ocean, their natural habitat. 

This salmon buffet of endangered fish 
costs Northwest ratepayers nearly $1 
billion a year: a third of our electric 
bill. 

We need to pass H.R. 2083, the Endan-
gered Salmon and Fisheries Predation 
Prevention Act, now. I introduced this 
bill, along with my Northwest col-
league, JAIME HERRERA BEUTLER. 

It will provide Oregon and Wash-
ington wildlife managers with the tools 
they need, that they requested, to 
quickly act to remove problem sea 
lions to protect these endangered fish. 

If we don’t act now, Oregon Depart-
ment of Fish and Wildlife says that 
there is a 90 percent chance the Wil-
lamette winter steelhead run will go 
extinct in the next few years. 

Mr. Speaker, it would be unconscion-
able to let this happen. We know the 
problem, and it is identified. Let’s take 
action. 

f 

RECOGNIZING COLONEL JAMES 
BROWN 

(Mr. STEWART asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 

minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. STEWART. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Colonel James 
Brown, a friend of mine, who has faith-
fully served the Tooele Army Depot 
and the United States Army. It is my 
honor to recognize the years of service 
Colonel Brown has given to our Nation 
prior to the upcoming change of com-
mand. Colonel Brown has been instru-
mental in expanding Tooele Army De-
pot’s mission of readiness, as well as 
ensuring a safe and secure worksite for 
its employees. 

I offer my sincere thanks to all those 
who served at the Tooele Army Depot, 
as well as those who have had the 
privilege to serve with Colonel Brown. 
I understand the sacrifices of our mili-
tary men and women on behalf of our 
Nation. I am humbled by the work 
these men and women do every day to 
protect our freedom and our Nation’s 
freedom as well. And we have to re-
member their families because their 
families—their spouses and children— 
also sacrifice. 

Defending honor, duty, and country 
is the greatest service one can achieve 
in the United States military. Colonel 
Brown’s courage and dedication is en-
during, and his work will continue to 
support generations to come. 

f 

HONORING LISA LA RUSSO 

(Mr. TAKANO asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor our Nation’s emergency 
medical service workers. 

When crisis strikes, we turn to EMS 
workers. They are first on the scene to 
provide vital medical care when we 
need it most. Their lifesaving work re-
quires skill, is often dangerous, and 
takes a great deal of courage. 

We rely on people like Lisa La Russo, 
a paramedic with American Medical 
Response in Riverside County and 
proud member of AFSCME Local 4911. 
Lisa has been saving lives for nearly 
three decades and, like many in her 
field, goes above and beyond in service 
to her community. Her work respond-
ing to emergencies compelled her to 
start Splash Medics, a nonprofit dedi-
cated to the prevention of drowning in-
juries and deaths through education 
about water safety. 

I salute Lisa La Russo, her fellow 
union members, and all of the EMS 
workers across the Nation. They are 
the reason Americans rest assured that 
help is just a phone call away. 

f 

ALL AMERICAN WEEK 

(Mr. HUDSON asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. HUDSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in honor of All American Week, 
the annual celebration of the 82nd Air-

borne Division’s mission and the para-
troopers who serve to uphold it. 

Based in my district at Fort Bragg— 
the epicenter of the universe—the 82nd 
Airborne Division is our Nation’s Glob-
al Response Force. These rapid reac-
tion forces can mobilize, load, and de-
ploy at a moment’s notice. It is truly 
incredible. 

There is ready, and then there is Air-
borne ready. As the old saying goes: 
When the President dials 911, the phone 
rings at Fort Bragg. 

Since its inception, the 82nd Airborne 
has, time and again, answered the call 
of duty when our Nation needs it most. 

As we celebrate the 100th anniversary 
of Fort Bragg, I am so proud of the 
82nd Airborne’s legacy, of our para-
troopers, and especially their families. 

As the Airborne spirit takes flight 
this week, I ask my fellow Americans 
to join me in praying for our service-
members who are currently deployed 
and for their families. These heroes put 
country before self, and we are so 
grateful. God bless you. Airborne, all 
the way. 

f 

NATIONAL FOSTER CARE MONTH 

(Mr. MCNERNEY asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. MCNERNEY. Mr. Speaker, May is 
National Foster Care Month, a time to 
renew our commitment to the thou-
sands of children in our Nation’s foster 
care system. That is why I am proud to 
be a member of the Congressional 
Youth Foster Caucus, which is dedi-
cated to strengthening our Nation’s 
child welfare system. 

Today, we are celebrating the Con-
gressional Foster Youth Shadow Day, a 
special day when more than 100 foster 
youth from across the country come to 
D.C. to spend a day with Members of 
Congress as we conduct our Nation’s 
business. 

I have the privilege today of hosting 
Esmeralda Masco, who is from my dis-
trict in Stockton, California. 
Esmeralda is currently a student at 
Grand Canyon University, where she is 
studying public policy and aspires one 
day to become a civil rights lawyer. 
She is passionate about helping current 
and former foster youth and wants, one 
day, to open a resource center to help 
others in the foster care system to 
graduate and achieve their full poten-
tial. 

It gives me great pleasure to wel-
come Esmeralda and all of the partici-
pants in the Congressional Youth 
Shadow Day to our Nation’s Capital. 

f 

b 1215 

ONLINE PLATFORMS THREATEN 
FREE SPEECH 

(Mr. SMITH of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 
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